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1 of this act, stating that he has ceased treatment of or attendance upon said 
case, and what was condition of infant's eyes when physician ceased treatment 
of or attendance upon said case of ophthalmia neonatorum. 

Sec. 5. Every health officer shall furnish a copy of this act to every person 
who is known to him to act as a midwife or nurse in the city, borough, or town- 
ship for which he is health officer ; and the commissioner of health of this Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania shall cause a sufficient number of copies of this 
act to be printed and supplied to the health officers. 

Sec. 6. Any physician, midwife, nurse, or other person who shall violate any 
of the provisions of this act shall, upon conviction thereof in a summary pro- 
ceeding before any justice of the peace or alderman of the county wherein 
such offense was committed, be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than $20 
or more than $100, to be paid to the use of the said county, and the costs of 
prosecution, or to be imprisoned in the county jail for a period of not less 
than 10 or more than 30 days, or both, at the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 7. An "Act for the prevention of blindness, imposing a duty upon all 
midwives, nurses, or other persons having the care of infants, and also upon 
the health officers, and fixing penalties for neglect thereof," approved the 26th 
day of June, A. D. 1895, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Boards of Health in Boroughs and Townships of the First Class — Organization, 
Powers, and Duties. (Act 316, June 12, 1913.) 

Section 1. That a board of health shall be established and maintained in each 
borough and township of the first class in this Commonwealth within three 
months after the passage of this act. 

Sec. 2. The board of health shall be composed of five members, at least one 
of whom shall be a reputable physician of not less than two years' experience 
in the practice of his profession. The members of the board of health shall 
be appointed by the president of the borough councils, or by the chairman of 
the board of commissioners of such township. At the first appointment one 
member shall be appointed to serve for one year, one for two years, one for 
three years, one for four years, and one for five years; and thereafter one 
member shall, in like manner, be appointed each year, to serve for five years. 
The members of the board of health shall be residents of the municipality for 
which they are appointed, and shall serve without compensation: Provided, 
however, If any member of the board shall be elected to the office of secretary, 
he shall be entitled to receive a salary, fixed by the board, for that office. 

Sec. 3. The members of the board shall severally take and subscribe to the 
oath prescribed for borough or township officers, and shall annually organize 
by electing a president from among the members of the board, a secretary, who 
may or may not be a member of the board, and a health officer, who shall not 
be a member of the board. The secretary and the health officer shall receive 
such salary as may be fixed by the board, and ratified by the borough council 
or by the board of commissioners of the township of the first class, and shall 
serve for a period of one year, or until such time thereafter as their successors 
may be elected and qualified. They shall severally give bond to the borough 
or township in such sums as may be fixed by ordinance for the faithful discharge 
of their duties, and shall also take and subscribe to the oath required by mem- 
bers of the board. 

Sec. 4. The secretary of the board shall keep the minutes of their proceed- 
ings; shall keep accurate accounts of the expenditures of the board; shall 
draw and certify, under the seal of the board of health, all orders upon the 
treasurers of the borough or township of the first class for the payment of 
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moneys on account of the board of health, and shall present the same to the 
president of the board for his approval ; shall render statements for the ex- 
penditures to the board at each stated meeting, or as frequently as they may 
require; shall prepare, under the directions of the board, the annual report 
to the borough council or township commissioners, together with the estimate 
of appropriation needed for the ensuing year; he shall report to the State 
department of health at the end of each week," and for the fraction of each 
week occurring at the end of each month, the cases of communicable disease 
reported to the board of health, on the form provided for that purpose by the 
State department of health; and shall also make an annual report to the 
State department of health; and shall make such other reports and perform 
such other duties as the board may require. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the health officer to attend all stated and 
special meetings of the board of health, and at all times be ready and available 
for the prompt performance of his official duties. He shall placard and 
quarantine all premises upon which cases of communicable disease exist, 
which have been reported to the hoard of health or of which he or the board 
of health may have knowledge, which are required by law, or by regulation 
of the State department of health or of the local board of health, to be placarded 
and quarantined ; and shall disinfect such premises upon the expiration of 
the quarantine period and the recovery of the last 1 person therein suffering 
from such disease. He shall serve written notice on teachers and persons in 
charge of public, parochial, Sunday, and other schools requiring the exclusion 
from school of children who are suffering from or who reside in the same 
premises with other persons who are suffering from communicable diseases; 
and shall make sanitary inspections, and shall execute the orders of the board 
of health, and shall in the performance of his duties have the power and 
authority of a policeman. 

Sec. 6. The said board of health shall have the power, and it shall be their 
duty, to enforce the laws of the Commonwealth, the regulations of the State 
department of health, and such further regulations as the board may see fit 
to adopt for the control of communicable disease and the prevention of infec- 
tions therefrom. They shall also have power with the consent of councils, 
in case of a prevalence, or apprehended prevalence, of any contagious or 
infectious diseases in their borough or township, to establish one or more 
emergency hospitals and to make provisions and regulations for the manage- 
ment of the same. 

Sec. 7. Said board of health shall have the power as a body, or by com- 
mittee, as well as the health officer, together with their assistants, subordinates, 
and workmen, under and by order of the said board, to enter at any time 
upon any premises in the borough or township upon which there is suspected 
to be any infectious or contagious disease, or nuisance detrimental to the public 
health, for the purpose of examining and abating the same. 

Sec 8. The board of health may inspect house drains, waste and soil pipes, 
cesspools, water-closets, slaughterhouses, hogpens, stables, staWe yards, and 
any conditions or places whatsoever, in the borough or township of the first 
class, which may constitute a nuisance or a menace to public health; and 
whenever any condition or place in the borough or township of the first class 
is found by them to be a nuisance or a menace to the health of the people 
of the borough or township of the first class, they shall issue a written order 
of abatement, directed to the owner, or agent of the owner, of the premises, 
stating that the conditions specified therein constitute a nuisance or a menace 
to health, and ordering an abatement thereof within such time as may be 
specified by them in such order. In case such order of abatement is not 
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obeyed within the time specified therein, they shall thereupon issue a further 
written order to the health officer, directing him to remove or abate the same, 
which order shall be executed by him and his subordinates and workmen, 
and the expense thereof shall be recoverable from the owner of the premises 
upon or from which the nuisance or menace to health is abated or removed 
in the same manner as debts of like character are now collected by law; or 
the said board of health may proceed to enforce such other remedy, or inflict 
such penalty, as may by ordinance of the borough or township of the first class 
be provided. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the board of health to submit annually to the 
councils or township commissioners before the commencement of the fiscal year 
an estimate of the probable expenditures of the board during the ensuing year; 
and councils or township commissioners shall then proceed to make such appro- 
priation thereto as may be necessary ; and the said board shall, in the month of 
January of each year, submit a report in writing to councils or township com- 
missioners of its operations and expenditures for the preceding year, together 
with such other information on subjects relative to the sanitary conditions or 
requirements of the borough or township as may be necessary, and councils or 
township commissioners shall publish the same in their official journal. 

Sec. 10. Whenever in the opinion of the commissioner of health of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania conditions found by him to exist in any borough or 
township of the first class in this Commonwealth shall constitute a menace to 
the lives and health of people living outside the corporate limits of such bor- 
ough or first-class township, or if it be known to him that any borough or town- 
ship of the first class is without an existing or efficient board of health, the 
commissioner of health may enter and take full charge of and administer the 
health laws, regulations, and ordinances in such borough or township of the first 
class, and may continue in charge thereof until he shall decide that a compe- 
tent, efficient board of health has been appointed and qualified for such borough 
or township of the first class, and is ready, able, and willing to assume and carry 
into effect the duties imposed upon it by law. 

Sec. 11. All expenses incurred by any local board of health, its officers or em- 
ployees, in the performance of the duties imposed upon it by law, and all ex- 
penses incurred by the commissioner of health in accordance with the provisions 
of section 10 of this act, shall be paid by the borough or township of the first 
class wherein such duties are performed, in the same manner as other expenses 
of such borough or township of the first class are paid. 

Sec. 12. Whenever expenses incurred by the commissioner of health in the ad- 
ministration of health laws in any borough or township of the first class, in 
accordance with the provisions of this act, shall remain unpaid by said borough 
or township of the first class for a period of over three months after a statement 
of such expense has been rendered by him to such borough or township of the 
first class, and demand for payment by him made, he shall, with the approval 
of the governor, institute, in the name of the Commonwealth as plaintiff, an 
action of assumpsit against such borough or township of the first class for the 
collection of such expense from the borough or township of the first class, in the 
same manner as debts of like amount are collected by law : Provided, however, 
That upon the trial of any such action of assumpsit, the reasonableness of the 
expenditures made by the commissioner of health shall be submitted to the jury 
for its determination. 

Sec. 13. All expenses incurred by the commissioner of health in the adminis- 
tration of health laws in any borough or township of the first class, when paid 
to him by such borough or township of the first class, or when collected by him, 
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shall be returned by him to the State treasurer, who shall credit the amount so 
received to the appropriation made to the department of health. 

Sec. 14. An act entitled "An act to enable borough councils to establish boards 
of health," approved the 11th day of May, A. D. 1893 ; and "An act to enable the 
township commissioners of townships of the first class in this Commonwealth to 
establish boards of health, and providing for the payment of the expenses thereof 
by the township," approved the 29th day of May, Ai D. 1907; and all other acts 
or parts of acts inconsistent herewith be. and the same are hereby, repealed : 
Provided, That all boards of health now in existence in boroughs and townships 
of the first class shall continue to act as such until the board of health created 
by this act is appointed and qualified. 

Tenement Houses — Bureau of Housing Established. (Act 459, July 24, 1913.) 

Section 1. That a bureau of housing be established in the State department 
of health, with such executive and clerical staff as may be necessary to carry 
into effect the provisions of this act throughout the Commonwealth, with the 
exception of cities of the first class. And the commissioner of health, with the 
consent of the governor, is hereby authorized to designate such persons, pre- 
scribe their titles and respective duties, and fix their compensation. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of said bureau to investigate the sanitary condi- 
tions of tenement, lodging, and boarding houses, and when the same are found, 
in the opinion of said bureau, to be a menace to those occupying the same, or 
employed therein, or to be overcrowded, to condemn the same, and to notify 
the owners or agents thereof in writing, setting forth the insanitary or over- 
crowded conditions thereof, and specifying in writing the changes or alterations 
which shall be made thereto for the purpose of relieving such conditions, and 
further specifying the time within which such changes or alterations shall be 
completed or overcrowding relieved. A duplicate copy of such notification and 
service thereof, attested by the officer or agent making the same on behalf of 
the bureau, shall, immediately after the service thereof, be filed in the court of 
common pleas of the county in which such condemned dwelling, premises, or 
other building is located; and if no appeal be filed within 10 days, by the 
owner or agent, after service of such notice, then an appeal shall be allowed 
only upon direct order of the court. 

Sec. 3, Any appeal from the notification of said bureau through its author- 
ized agents shall set forth the specific facts upon which the appeal is based, 
and upon filing said appeal the court of common pleas shall designate three dis- 
interested persons to examine the buildings, dwellings, and premises, and re- 
port their conclusions whether the appeal should be dismissed, or the order of 
the bureau enforced, or in any way modified. Any such finding upon review and 
hearing by the court shall become final. The court shall have the right to fix 
the compensation of the persons so appointed, and such amount shall be paid 
by the appellant when the findings sustain in whole or in part the notification 
of said bureau. Upon the expiration of the time designated in the reports to the 
said court, where no appeal Is taken, or from the final order, after appeal, the 
names of those who have failed to comply, either with the notice of said bureau, 
or the court's order based upon appeal, shall be certified by the officer or agent 
of said bureau to the district attorney, who, upon receipt of the same, shal! 
cause a prosecution to be at once instituted against such person or persons. 

Sec. 4. The officers or agent of this bureau shall have at all times the right 
of ingress into all premises as aforementioned. 

Sec. 5. Any owner or agent of any premises condemned as insanitary or 
overcrowded, who shall neglect to comply with the order of said bureau, or with 



